
EMIGRATING OF 
CROATIAN PEOPLE 



■ The largest wave of emigration struck 
Croatian people as a consequence of 
a phylloxera (grapevine disease), as we 
can read in official state newspaper 
called Narodne novine from 1891.
which says that Dalmatian people and 
all people living on the coast will suffer 
immensely due to phylloxera because 
most  of them made living from 
growing wine and when their vineyards 
were destroyed everything went  down 
for them. In this hard economic 
situation with phylloxera and wine 
klauzuls Croatian peasants saw the 
only way to survive in emigrating to 
overseas countries.



■ Here is an article from V.Holjevac's book'' Croats outside the homeland'' 
describing people leaving their villages on Dalmatian coast and islands:

■ ''..When the future emigrant was leaving it was an important event for the 
whole village. He visited all his friends and wider family to say goodbye. They 
gave them many letters to deliver to the ones who had emigrated before him 
or who they hoped he would meet. Family would make a farewell dinner and 
all people from the village were invited. That evening they sang and cried . 
Next morning the whole village gathered to say goodbye to the ones who 
were leaving. People were leaving their homes and it was very sad and bitter 
experience. The saddest moment was to get on the train in Rijeka. There they 
would buy some souvenir to be taken across the ocean .Memories of their 
homeland had to be kept well.In Rijeka they said their last goodbye and for 
many of those people it was really the last goodbye to their homeland(...)

■ And for those who suceeded to arrive to New York it was just the beginning 
which they had to overcome. Most of these emigrants were confused by a 
foreign country, unknown language, architecture and by quite different 
customs and they immediately accepted every job they could get.‘’ 

■ (V. Holjevac, Croats outside the homeland).
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■ Srzentić was a man who was learning foreign languages constantly, but he couldn't 
find any job in the west, so he tried to get to New  York. He came there with no 
money and he kept looking for a job, but in vain.Finally, as he didn't want to be 
hungry anymore he broke a street lampin presence of the police and he was 
arrested which was his intention.At least he would have a roof above his head and 
some food.When he was taken to the court the next day  a  judge, instead of sending 
him to the prison, gave him 5$ as 3 days' life expenses so that he can keep looking 
for the job. The third day judge informed him that an interpreteur was needed in one 
hotel.The owner of that hotel met Srzentić while he was working  and noticed that it 
was a hardworking and clever young man so he told him:''This is not a job for you, go 
to an evening school to improve your skills and knowledge and you'll get a better job, 
and I will provide you financial help for some time.The young man listened to his 
advice and accepted his help and he became senior clerk 
(article from I.F.Lupis-Vukić, O iseljavanju našega naroda i o Americi)

■ Nikola Mihanović was a succesful business man in Argentina.He had arrived  to 
Urugvay from  peninsula of Pelješac at the end of 19th century.Then he moved to 
Argentina, where he started his own business as he rented two small steam boats 
for transfer of passengers.His shipping company grew gradually so around 1900 he 
had 300 cargo and passenger ships on the various rivers.He was named Honorary 
Consul of Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and a baron with a right of inheritance by 
emperor Franz Joseph(article from Lj.Antić, Hrvati u Južnoj Americi)





■ One expedition found gold in Tierra de Fuego at the end of 19th 
century.That atracted many immigrants including Croats. Their main 
colony was town Porvenir in Chile. According to data in this town of  300 
inhabitans 232 were immigrants from Croatia. There were 64 mine 
workers, 9 gold mine owners, 8 salesman, 10 hotel owners, 3 
carpenters, 2 shoemakers, barbers and postmen, a blacksmith and a 
fisherman.The rest were women and children. Fifty of them were 
owners of 57 houses.

■ Oyster extraction became main occupation of Croats on the mouth of  
Mississipy river at the end 19th century .Their life was very hard. They 
came to extract oysters on their little sailboats which they had built on 
their own. They used to be absent from home for few months, 
constantly troubled  by mosquitos and strong winds, they survived 
exclusively by helping each other. Accidents were inevitable in their 
lives. There were severe accidents, such as tornado which totally 
destroyed one small Croatian settlement.
(article from Lj.Antić, Hrvati u Južnoj Americi). 



Homeland war– 1991.

400.000 people emigrated 
from Croatia

Croatia-causes of 
emigration: war, economic 
and social difficulties 
induced by war. 





Emigrating of Croats 
today

Causes : State policy, 
economic reasons, 

looking for better payed 
jobs

The most emigrants are 
25 to 40 years old

They have been 
emigrating mostly to 
Germany and Ireland


